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Genre
Romantic Comedy, Comedy

Logline

A smooth-talking signature collector swoons a girl into fighting for climate action with
him, but soon finds himself falling for her.

Strengths

In an era where the government is rolling back environmental protections and clean
energy programs, SEIZE THE INITIATIVE is a political rom-com that has the potential to
resonate with audiences. Writing this as a comedy was a smart maneuver to inject a
much-needed dosage of levity into a perennially tense political matter. Though it’'s
commendable that the piece doesn’t resort to lambasting the right every chance it gets
when it could have easily gone that route. The decision to focus on the niche
world/perspective of signature collectors-the unsung ground troopers of change-was a
genuinely compelling way into the issue. Saul is a good personification of the climate
action warrior type, and his unbridled, upbeat enthusiasm for his work makes him
endearing in the same way that Leslie Knope is from Parks and Rec. Of course, Saul also
has his edgy side, which is the impetus for this story. He flirts with women to get them to
volunteer, bringing us Grace. There’s believable chemistry that develops between them,
supported by some good moments of dialogue and tenderness.

Weaknesses

While Saul and Grace’s goal to get the carbon tax bill on the ballot is noble and
important, it’s not a conflict that has clear stakes or enough energy to sustain for the
entire narrative. Yes, they need 150K signatures by November, but there’s no real
personal stakes if that doesn’t happen, because as Saul says, he’s doing it to get girls.
One suggestion to up the ante for Saul is to have him hold some sort of public office in
which he’s made a campaign promise to get this bill on the ballot. The hustle for
signatures will mean a lot more if we know that his job is on the line and people won't re-
elect him if he fails. Moreover, his abuse of office to get women adds potential political
scandal/another source for conflict. On a micro-level, almost every scene tends to
wander without purpose, exacerbating the sense that the script doesn’t have
momentum. Remember, this is a film, not a play, and each scene should serve a specific
purpose that advances the story. The comedy club and marriage scenes are notable
offenders. Simply put, Saul gets Grace too early and too easily, which in turn makes their



big fight feel premature. It’s not clear why Grace gets so invested in this effort, AND
stays on after she learns that Saul seduced her.

Prospects

The central concept of a smooth-operating signature collector who swoons girls into
fighting for climate action is undoubtedly fresh, as it’'s a world and POV that we don’t
often see depicted. It taps into the zeitgeist and therefore has the potential to attract
environmentally conscious Gen-Z and cusp millennial viewers. What's more, outside the
hook, the project has a lot going for it: it can be cheaply made, and comedy is
experiencing a bit of a comeback. That said, this has a very specific audience, and
judged by the concept alone, the idea reads better on paper than in execution. As
written, this feels more like a statement mouthpiece for the writer rather than a feel-
good, cozy rom-com that a general audience would gravitate to. The next draft needs to
take another look at classic rom-com structure, particularly for pacing, rethink the
motivations of the protagonists, and trim stage-play-like scene work. Once this is
achieved, SEIZE THE INITIATIVE will be a much tighter, purposeful read that stands a
better chance and getting attention.



