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Seize the Initiative! 

Reader # 5083 

What did you like about this script? 

The opening sequence makes good use of a montage of short scenes to evoke a 
sense of place and to convey the details of Saul’s campaigning: Saul is committed to 
the cause, persistent, witty, and inclined to be flirtatious when it helps him. 

BlueCat review 12/2/25

Meeting Grace and her friends is the inciting incident that pushes Saul’s life in a new 
direction. You establish that Nikki is a little skeptical of Saul, but that Grace is 
immediately intrigued (pg 16), with his principles seemingly being part of the appeal. 
You pace the development of the flirtatious dynamic between them quite well, with 
Grace soon donning a sandwich board and helping Saul with his signature-gathering 
drive, something for which she proves equally adept. The scene with Argumentative 
Jerk (pg 36) is comically effective, with Grace behaving seductively towards Saul 
when he's in the guise of a passerby. 

Grace overhearing Saul talking about his tactics in hooking women, as signers or 
campaigners, occurs at the approximate midpoint of the story, and causes a 
significant rift. Can Saul convince her of his sincerity? Is the campaign now destined 
to lose momentum? 

There’s more effective comic interaction with Lance in philosophical mode on pg 60. 
Saul’s sandwich-related messages designed to melt Grace’s heart again also register 
as good comic touches, setting up your upbeat conclusion. 
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What do you think needs work? 

The opening “Saul gathering signatures” sequence runs for seven pages; consider 
whether you could do justice to this sequence in three, establishing significant details 
about Saul’s character/demeanor, information about what he’s campaigning for, and 
comic detail about the kind of resistance he sometimes encounters. Seven pages is a 
not-inconsiderable amount of space in a 93-page script. 

Does the subsequent Katherine sequence, describing the kind of signers/non-signers 
people are likely to encounter, seem necessary, or could the audience infer this from 
the interactions they’ve just seen? 

Does the audience get sufficient sense in the first act that Saul needs to change as a 
character? He seems committed to what he does; he’s flirtatious, but seemingly open 
to meeting the right person (judging by his interaction with Grace); he seems to like 
himself and there’s no sign he’s neglecting any important goals. Does your protagonist 
seem too “complete” as a character? Does something happen to push him out of his 
comfort zone and into a new trajectory? Does it seem as if he needs to 
choices? 

Rather than hearing that it “takes a sandwich board” to bring Saul out of his shell (pg 
27), would it be more effective to show this, showing him in a non-campaigning 
context? 

Aside from the occasional difficult person like Argumentative Jerk, it feels as if there’s 
a relative absence of conflict in the first half of the second act, until the point on pg 51 
where Grace suspects she has been manipulated. 

Grace’s stand-up aspirations could be introduced earlier. Grace’s routine occupies 
quite a lot of space as the script nears its conclusion. A tighter focus on the obstacles 
your protagonists have to overcome might be preferable. 

Once Grace and Saul are reunited on pg 78, does it feel as if there’s enough driving 
the action? 

Does it feel as if the obstacles (internal and external) between Saul and Grace are 
significant? Their rift is basically based on a misunderstanding: on Grace thinking that 
Saul flirty-fished her to get her involved in the campaign (which he has done before); 
Saul claims that he was sincere (and the audience is encouraged to believe this). 
Does this misunderstanding always feel as if it could be resolved if Saul is persistent 
and apologetic? Is its resolution actually dependent on character change, and, if so, 
whose? 
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