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Genre
Romantic Comedy, Comedy

Logline

A passionate climate activist meets a girl on a campaign for clean air in Utah, but as their
relationship deepens on the campaign trail, she questions whether she's her boyfriend's
priority or merely another campaign tool.

Strengths

It's quite refreshing and powerful to see a story put climate change in such sharp focus.
What works really well is the way the climate themes are featured as a defining cause of
the film's protagonist, allowing an audience to board his mission and maybe learn
something along the way. The script balances the weight of the ballot measure campaign
and stakes of climate change with appropriately playful banter between Saul and Grace,
landing its tone squarely within the rom com genre for broader appeal. From Grace's
initial subtle reaction to Saul's slip up with his "hottie" line, the script builds an interesting
guestion from Grace's point of view around whether Saul is only flirting with her for help
with his campaign. It's a dynamic that's bound to blow up -- and does --using Brinlee and
Ashley as good examples of where Grace could end up in this. The choice to set this
campaign in Utah also poses a compelling uphill battle given the state's political
demographic, and the flag campaign as a foil to the climate one serves to illuminate one
of the more absurd challenges our society faces in addressing our most existential threat.
Sandwich puns and music cues throughout are clever and funny as a unifying comedic
identity.

Weaknesses

The script's main characters are missing some additional layers underneath their climate
activism to really make this relationship work. Saul's introduction gives us ample insight
into his personality, but it fails to capture a sense of his inner conflicts and flaws that tell
an audience who he really is. The signature collection training isn't especially interesting,
and it's too overt and self-aware in telegraphing where Saul's relationship problems will
originate. Similarly, we meet Grace as a two-dimensional romantic partner. Without a
deeper understanding of what's motivating her upon meeting Saul, it's impossible to
appreciate any sense of irony or drama in their pairing. Why does she invite him in
beyond his goofy nature? Their relationship unfolds with few real obstacles, and we're
simply not emotionally connected to these characters. Their rift lands too early in the



structure so that their arc is resolved too early, on page 76, with nearly 15 pages of story
remaining. Their marriage feels like an unnecessary tag that lacks drama and feels
ancillary to the narrative arc of both their relationship and their climate campaign.

Prospects

While its climate messaging is urgent and needed, and its lighthearted tone helps to
make those same themes more palatable to a wide audience, SEIZE THE INITIATIVE!
struggles to find much mainstream appeal in crafting somewhat two-dimensional
characters who are destined to track a predictable arc. The concept of integrating
climate stakes into the stakes of a budding relationship could get a boost in the market
among financiers and companies specifically seeking out this type of material, such as
Climate Spring, but there are structural issues in the plot and character arcs that need
attention before approaching such development partners.



