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Genre
Comedy, Romantic Comedy, Dramatic Comedy, Romance

Logline

A boy meets a girl while wearing a sandwich board and chasing signatures for a ballot
measure in Utah, and must acknowledge his feelings and overcome her discovery that
he’s romanced other volunteers.

Strengths

SEIZE THE INITIATIVE is cleverly titled - playing on ballot “initiatives”, and echoing Saul
and Grace’s romantic journey that requires him to realize what he needs and commit.
The plot, like most rom-coms, resolves as expected but also delivers some wisdom along
the way to its conclusion. The concept cleverly combines political wit and romantic
comedy in an unusual setting in Utah and within a tolerant and LGBTQIA+ friendship
group that counterbalances religious assumptions and tropes regarding the state.
There’s a lot to learn from the dialogue, which sounds natural despite being packed with
information. The script is a fluent and frothy read that finds sweetness in conflict and
affection for the sometimes draining American political eco-system, as well as some
laughter stemming from the college relationships central to the story.

Weaknesses

The comedy and the story’s overall momentum could benefit from a little more attention
to dramatic escalation centered on the Saul-Grace relationship. The romantic and sexual
tension between them doesn’t yet feel tangible. While they get on well, the sense of
longing that evokes falling in love feels missing. If anything, they get on a little too well.
Since Grace seems like she falls in love first, making her the primary protagonist in this
“his and hers comedy” and finding ways that she’s different from Saul that would keep
them in a state of struggle or denial could raise the stakes and make their story feel
more surprising. The dialogue, while natural and fun and cleverly educational, does a
little too much of the comedic legwork. Some situational dramatic irony could add
another layer. While all the characters are witty and amusing, other than Lance, they're
witty and amusing in somewhat similar ways that make their speaking styles hard to tell
apart at times.

Prospects
The high concept and setting of this gently political romantic comedy show real potential



that less reliance on jokes about politics and information could make sturdier, so creating
opportunities for belly laughs triggered by tension release. The writer has a natural feel
for the rom-com form and its tone, and the elements are fresh yet approachable, with
attractive roles for the large pool of experienced young talent. The project feels
budget-friendly and could play very well at film festivals, with clearly broad, PG audience
appeal combined with an enlightened and gently progressive and caring world view.



