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A family-friendly romantic
comedy about democracy,
climate action, and sandwiches

* “The script radiates positivity.” — Black List

* “Genuinely original... smart without being
pretentious, romantic without being
saccharine, and politically engaged without
being preachy... This could be a really special
indie film.” — Scriptapalooza

* “a poignant and intellectual love story...
a chimera of a film.” — Black List
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The story: Clueless (1995)
crossed with Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington (1939)

* Logline: Saul puts the “action” into climate
action, flirting with young women and roping
them into volunteering for a carbon tax ballot
measure effort. But then he falls for Grace. Is
there hope for them, or for the planet?

* Tagline: Some men are only after one thing.

* The 90-page screenplay (written by “stand-up
economist” Yoram Bauman) can be found at
the world’s best URL: Yoram-Com.com



http://www.yoram-com.com/
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What’s with the sandwiches??

* Saul wears a sandwich board during the
meet-cute, leading to a constant stream of
jokes from Grace’s best friend Nikki: “Wait,
you’re inviting Jimmy John to join us?”

* The soundtrack includes:

* “Classic Hoagie”

* “Wawa Hoagies”

* “You Are Not My Favourite Sandwich”
* “Sandwiches Are Beautiful”

* “Sandwich Man”

* ...and more!
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The five main characters

* Saul (20s): Intense and a bit socially clueless,
he’d make a great grad student.

* Grace (20s): She is a grad student (political
science), and an aspiring stand-up comic.

* Nikki (20s): Grace’s best friend.

* Katherine (40+): The campaign leader, she’s
focused and in complete control.

* Lance (60s): He’s 50% deep, 50% drunk, and
100% Seattle Mariners baseball fan.
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More about Lance

* Lance (60s): He’s 50% deep, 50% drunk, and
100% Seattle Mariners baseball fan.

* He is the favorite character of most readers,
e.g., this from an Austin Film Festival review:

Lance’s character is great, he leaps off the page.

* Lance plays a pivotal role in the script but
appears in only four scenes, all of them at or
near Red Butte Garden (plus an optional fifth
scene that’s very short).

1. Just before Boy Meets Girl

* p14: Saul is gathering signatures from people
in line at a Red Butte Garden concert.

* Lance is chilling in line next to Grace and
Nikki. He’s got a camping chair and a beer
cooler that’s covered with Mariners stickers.

* Saul asks him for a signature, they have a
funny chat, and Lance offers Saul a Polygamy
Porter. (Tagline: “Why have just one?”)

* Then Saul asks Grace to sign, they flirt, and
she offers him an extra ticket to the show...
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Nikki pulls Grace aside, in a direction that happens to be
toward Lance and his GYRO.

NIKKI
Wait, you’re inviting Jimmy John to
join us?

LANCE

(50% deep, 50% drunk)
He could be the “gyro” she’s been
waiting for.

NIKKI
(to Lance, but also Grace)
Or he could be a psycho...

LANCE
Nah.

NIKKI
...or a killer...

LANCE
Dude, you gotta chill.

NIKKI
..or a... vegetarian.

LANCE
You might be right about that one.

* Saul gives Grace a sandwich board (he’s
wearing multiple boards) and they head off
to gather signatures before the show starts.

Saul and Grace head off. The BAND finishes warming up.

NIKKI
(to Lance)
I wonder how many layers of those
things he’s got on?

LANCE
That dude? I think he’s sandwich
boards all the way down.

NIKKI
(calling after them)
Hey lovebirds, come back when the
gates open... and don’t forget to
pack some condiments!

Lance chuckles and hands Nikki a Polygamy Porter.
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2. Just after Boy Loses Girl

* p56: Grace has dumped Saul. We hear “You
Are Not My Favourite Sandwich” (Elsa
Birgitta Bekman, 2019).

* The campaign is in trouble, too, so Saul
heads to Red Butte Garden on his bike. He
locks his bike to a pole in the parking lot and
then...
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Then a FORD F-350 backs into the adjacent parking spot,
crowding him. The tailpipes spit in his face. Music BLARES:

We (and the previous indie singer-songwriter music) are overpowered by a

classic FM radio song like “Cheeseburger in Paradise” (Jimmy Buffett, 1978).

Maybe we recognize the driver'’s voice as he SINGS ALONG,
finishing a stanza after the music stops.

Or maybe we recognize the BEAT-UP SNEAKERS.

Or maybe we figure it out from the flags on the truck:
SEATTLE MARINERS FLAGS.

Lance, wearing another MARINERS JERSEY, opens the tailgate
and pulls over his COOLER. He doesn’t recognize Saul, or even

acknowledge him.

SAUL
Lance??

Saul mimes a sandwich board and the “lasso dance”.

10
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SAUL (CONT’D)
Remember my sandwich board??

LANCE
Oh yeah: the happy vegetarian.

Lance does the “lasso dance” and “pulls” himself a Polygamy
Porter from his cooler.

Lance opens his beer. During the next three lines, he’s only
half-listening, which is totally fine because Saul, in self-
absorbed misery, is mostly speaking to himself:

SAUL
(hands imitate airplanes
taking off and colliding)
My love life and this campaign have
collided in mid-air. Now they'’re
both in free fall...

LANCE
(under his breath)
“Cause I'm free, free fallin’'”
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SAUL
...I don’t know which one to save,
or how.

LANCE
And you want my advice?

SAUL
Well, I am desperate.

LANCE
Dude, there’s only two things I
know anything about. The list is
short. There'’s sports...

Lance tugs at his jersey.

LANCE (CONT’D)
...and there’s beer.

He drinks.

12
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LANCE (CONT’D)
What'’'s great about beer is that I
can have a beer, and you...

He gets out a beer for Saul.

LANCE (CONT'D)
...you can also have a beer.

SAUL
Lance, I don’t know if I want a
beer right now.

Lance ignores him and gets out two more beers.
LANCE
I can have two beers, and you...
you can also have two beers.
SAUL
Lance, I don’t know if I want your
advice right now either.

Lance moves to get more beers.
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LANCE
I can have three beers, and you...

SAUL
(interrupting)
Lance, I get your point.
LANCE
Dude, I’'m not sure you do... Don’t
you want a beer?

SAUL
No.

Lance is so stunned he can barely open a BAG OF CHIPS.

LANCE

You want some chips?
SAUL

No!
LANCE

Too bad. Chips... chips are like
beer. I can have some chips, and
you can also have some chips.

Lance eats a chip, then fingers his WEDDING RING.

14
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LANCE (CONT’D)

Love... love is like beer. I can be
in love, and you can also be in
love.

A FAMILY OF FOUR walks by in the background, heading to the
concert. Mostly we just hear them, with the GIRL (11) and BOY
(7, on the dad’s shoulders) totally cracking themselves up:

GIRL
...Farts Boogers!

BOY
Then I’m gonna call you Moo-Face
Butt-Cheeks!!

LANCE
Children... children are really
like beer: two or three, you're
just fine; six or eight, you go
crazy.

Lance drinks; his mind wanders.

LANCE (CONT'D)
Where were we?

SAUL
Love is like beer.

15
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SAUL (CONT'D)
Chips are like beer.

Lance DRINKS in agreement.

SAUL (CONT'D)
Everything is like beer.

Lance SHAKES HIS HEAD NO; he tugs at his jersey.

LANCE
Sports is not like beer. We can
both have a beer, but in sports,
every year there’s only one winner.
And every year, since 1977, it has
never been the Seattle Mariners!

SAUL
I think the Jazz have it worse.

LANCE
Only if you count their five years
in New Orleans. And at least you
have an NBA team.
(big sigh)

16
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3. After the reconciliation

* p78: We see Lance meeting all the others to go
together to a Red Butte Garden concert.

* p80 (optional): Lance shows Saul his collection
of autographed Mariners memorabilia:

@ TOYOTA

N

N\ 2002 Owner'’s
Manual

¢ e’ :
For yous eafety and comiorn,
read eerefully snd heep In the vahizie.

=ECHO
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4. At the joke-filled wedding

* p82: Lance chats with Nikki and Katherine,
and we learn that Lance is the Best Man (!).

* He’s listening to a Mariners game on an
earbud (and continues to do so during the
ceremony) and tossing a baseball in the air.
They ask him, “Do you at least have the
wedding rings?”

* Lance twists open the baseball: it’s a
wedding ring holder!

* Here’s more of Lance in the wedding scene:

18



2/2/26

NIKKI
(to Katherine)
Lance was there when Saul and Grace
met, two years ago on this very
day, July 11...

ATIVE Lance grins and holds up his Slurpee.
, N , TI ' KATHERINE

Cute! Lance, what’s your version of
how they met?

LANCE
Dude, it’s like this. There’s only
two things I know anything about.
The list is short. There'’'s
sports...
(tugs at his jersey)
...and there’s beer.

Lance flags down a server carrying a tray of beers (in
PILSNER GLASSES) and exchanges his empty Slurpee for a beer.

LANCE (CONT'D)
What's great about beer is that I

DEUG”TFUHY DORA’Y, can have a beer, and you...
GOOFY, AND FULL OF HEART, (Givee 12 50 Kathering)
IT IS A LOVE LETTER To ...you can also have a beer.
(gets a third beer)
DEMOCRACY. - BlueCat I can have two beers, and you--

19
* As the toasts end, Lance grabs the mic:
Lance looks at the mic, and then at his glass, trying to
prioritize. He finishes his drink, then starts his toast.
ImnATIVE. .
I don’t know much about democracy,
or about marriage, or even about
Paul and Grace.
AWKWARD LAUGHTER causes Lance to pause, confused and nervous.
He tries to drink, but his glass is empty; that makes it even
worse. Then he remembers how to get his courage back up.
LANCE (CONT’D)
In fact, there’s only two things I
know anything about. The list is
short. There’s sports...
(tugs at his jersey)
...and there’s [[beer--]]
DEIJGHTFUUY DORA'Y, SAUL
GOOFY, AND FULL OF HEART, (interrupting)
IT IS A LOVE LETTER To Lance, would you like a beer?
DEMOCRACY g ocat LANCE
Yeah, I would.
20
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Grace motions to a server. There’s an AWKWARD PAUSE as
everyone waits. Lance still has the mic, and so:

,N,TIATIVE! I'm glad yoLL?NEVE:o (slfgfs’ Dl)ike each
&)

other. A lot of people really don’'t
like each other. I mean, nobody
likes Red Sox fans.
(beat)
But we have to live with them. And
with each other. Maybe that’s why
democracy can feel like a kind of
awkward marriage.
(NERVOUS LAUGHTER)
And sometimes marriage can feel
like a kind of awkward democracy.
(MORE LAUGHTER)
A few years after I got married, I
had a vasectomy--
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MORE LAUGHTER. The server approaches with some beers.
{ GRACE
,N,T,ATIVE. Lance, would you like two beers?
LANCE
Yeah, I would.
Lance hesitates, torn between the mic and the beers.
LANCE (CONT'D)
They call it “elective surgery”,
like there was an election. Yeah: I
had a vote, and my wife had a vote,
and I lost the election.
(MORE LAUGHTER)
Anyway, I hope you two make it. Go
Mariners!
DHJGHTFUUY Dow HALF-CHEERS. Lance makes a bee-line for the beers.
’
GOOF y, AND FULL OF HEART,
IT IS A LOVE LETTER TO
DEMOCRACY. _BlueCat
22
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GENVINELY ORIGINAL.

- Scriptapalooza

(206) 35/.57/9

Sundance Utah's
last great project.”
Now seeking investors!

The (real-life) ticking clock

* Goal #1: Be safe and educational.
* Goal #2: Make a great movie.

e Goal #3: Promote the real Clean The Darn Air
campaign, which plans to gather signatures
in 2027 to be on the ballot in Nov 2028.

* Ideally: Film in summer 2026, then have the
movie finished in early 2027.

* Contact: Yoram Bauman, 206-351-5719 or
yoram@standupeconomist.com.
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